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Devotional Guide
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Accountability Rhythms

We are pulled in many different directions in this life, and Hebrews 12:2 reminds us to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. Accountability rhythms, when practiced in community, will give a higher chance of seeing growth and life change on your journey with Jesus. These are not meant to be legalistic or a point of pride but as check points to keep us on the path of following Jesus together. Take some time each week and rank how you did in these seven areas (1 (bad) – 5 (Great)). This works best to be done with someone else on a consistent basis.

· Prayer:  One of the most important elements in any relationship is communication. Prayer is engaging God in a conversation - sharing our heart with Him and spending time listening to His voice, both individually and in community. Jesus gave us a prayer template to help structure our prayers in Matthew 6:5-15.

· Bible Reading:  The Bible is the very Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Through it, we learn His heart and He equips us to live a life pleasing to Him. A daily rhythm of reading, meditating on and applying God’s Word is key to growing as a Christ-follower.

· Worship (Keeping God First):  As a Christ-follower, it is important to set consistent time aside to remember what God has done, to thank Him for it and to reorder your life around Him (Deuteronomy 6:4-9). 

· Confession and Repentance:  Jesus’ saving grace is once-and-for-all for those who believe and call upon His name (justification). Until we see Jesus face to face, sin is going to be part of our life. With the help of the Spirit, we need to consistently take inventory of our lives, humbly and honestly confess our sin and turn away from our sin toward God in surrender (1 John 1:9). Through Jesus’ offer of forgiveness, we receive true freedom.

· Generosity with Time/Talent/Treasure:  We are blessed to be a blessing (Genesis 12:2). Giving demonstrates our dependence on God. We acknowledge that all we own has been given to us by Him. In His generosity towards us, God desires that we are generous with our time, talent and treasure to partner with Him in His work to those in the lives around us.

· Serve the community/love your neighbor:  God has placed you where you are to live through the power of Holy Spirit to love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:39). Your neighbor is anyone you consistently are in proximity with. When we serve the people around us, we impact them and reveal God’s glory.

· Share the gospel through your story:  The greatest gift we can ever give someone who doesn’t yet know Jesus is an introduction to Him. Sharing your life stories of how Jesus, through the gospel, has/is transforming your life is very powerful. When we tell our stories of transformation, we tell the story of God.



Introduction


We all have neighbors around us. This could be the people who live in our physical neighborhood, people who are around us at work or people who sit near us at school. 

In Mark 12, Jesus was asked, “What is the most important commandment?” Jesus combined two commandants and said, “There is no commandment greater than these.” You may be able to say the two commandments by heart or you may think this sounds familiar. The first commandment comes from Deuteronomy 6 which is:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” The next commandment is from Leviticus 19:  “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
        	
In this 4-week conversation, we are going to look at how Jesus took the word “neighbor”(noun) and turned it into “neighboring” (verb) by looking at a familiar story in Luke 10. Throughout this series, we are going to be talking about how we can help our neighbors see Jesus through us.


Week 1:


“What Kind of Neighbor Are You?”
(Luke 10:28-34)










Memory Verse: Mark 12:29-31



Day 1

God’s Call to Love Where You Live 


This week, you were challenged to see if you could name all the neighbors who live around you in your neighborhood, classroom or your workspace. How has it been going? Do you know their names, their stories? Today we are going to look at an Old Testament passage from the book of Jeremiah that I think will help give us context on how God wants us to live where we currently are. In Jeremiah 29, we find God’s chosen people in exile in Babylon under King Nebuchadnezzar and Jeremiah is writing a word of encouragement to these exiles. All throughout the Bible from Gen. 12 to Revelation, the city of Babylon is used as the archetype of rebellion against God. This rebellion against God will continue until He creates the New Heaven and New Earth (Rev. 21) and is with His followers forever with no more sin. Until then, God has given His followers a call of how to live as exiles.
 
Read: Jeremiah 29:4-7
 


Questions:  
        
· What are some of the things Jeremiah tells the exiles to do in 29:4-7?





· How could these be put into practice in the current place you live?





· What is your plan to get to know your neighbors better?



Day 2

What kind of neighbor are you? 


On Sunday, we discussed this passage of the Good Samaritan. We will review it during the week because it gives us a chance to reflect on what type of neighbor we are. 

Read: Luke 10:25-37

In this passage, we see the greatest commandment which is to love God and love our neighbor, and then the question is asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus gives an illustration where we see three different types of neighbors. The first type of neighbor we see are the robbers who attacked the man and left him half dead. The second type of neighbor that we meet are the priest and the Levite who pass by the man on the street without offering any help. Lastly, we meet the Samaritan who has pity on the man and takes the time to help him. I think if we are honest with ourselves, we have at times been all these types of neighbors. We have all hurt someone, while not physically perhaps but maybe emotionally with words or actions. We have all walked past a situation where we knew we could help, but we decided not to. And at times, we have been the neighbor who is willing to help and walk alongside someone. As we continue on in this passage, we see Jesus tell us that the Samaritan was the true neighbor to this man. So, as we ponder what type of neighbor we are, regardless of the neighbor we have been, let's strive to be a true neighbor in the future.


Questions:

· After reflection, what type of neighbor are you most of the time and why?




· In what ways do you think you do well at neighboring?




· In what ways do you struggle when it comes to neighboring?





· What is the thing that keeps you from being the “good neighbor”?


Day 3

Encouragement to Love Your Neighbor


Today we are going to look at a word of encouragement from the Apostle Peter about loving your neighbors. Peter is writing to encourage Christ-followers who are being persecuted for their faith in Jesus. Read the passage below and we will talk more about how it applies to us.

Read: 1 Peter 3:13-17

	Peter asks a fair question, “Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?” Even if your neighbor doesn’t agree with you, they will treat you differently if you are doing good things. Peter also is reminding us that we need to honor, regard, revere, worship, and sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts which will propel us to do good to our neighbors. When Jesus reigns as Lord in our hearts, it expresses itself both in upright behavior and with well-thought-out statements. Peter encourages us to be ready to give a reason for the hope that we have. Are you ready to give a reason for the hope you have when life is going well and also when it is hard? Your neighbors need to know the reason for your hope.









Questions:

· How can suffering for doing good be a blessing?




· How prepared do you feel to share the hope you have with  your neighbors? 



What would need to change for you to feel more prepared? 





· What is something good you can do for your neighbors this week? This could be from getting to know their names or to helping them with a project or to just listening to them share. 



Day 4

 Love your neighbor as yourself


As humans, it is natural for us to love ourselves, and this can mean many different things but ultimately if we love ourselves in a Biblical sense, we love ourselves for who we are in Christ. We are sons and daughters made in the image of the one true God created for His good works, to love God and one another.

Read: Mark 12:28-34

In this passage, we once again read the greatest commandment which tells us to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves. What does it mean for us to love our neighbor as ourselves? Does it mean to buy them whatever they want? Does it mean to cater to their every need? While there may be some elements that may include doing those things, what it ultimately means to love our neighbors as ourselves is to see them also made in the image of God, loved and cared for by Him. Loving our neighbors is seeing them as God does and living in a way that is serving them rather than hindering them.










Questions:


· Why is it important for us to understand how we should view and love ourselves in light of knowing Christ in order  to love our neighbors well?





· Write down some practical ways to show love to those in your proximity - then follow through with it.






· Do you find it difficult to love others? why?


Day 5 

Blessing Conduit


A conduit is a pipe, tube, tile or channel through which something is conveyed or distributed. Often, they are used for electrical or fluid items. Being a blessing conduit means using the blessings that God has given to you to bless others around you.

Read: Genesis 12:1-3

From Creation, God’s plan was to bless the world through His image bearers. But in Genesis 3, humanity chose to follow their own way and not God’s. This propelled God not to give up on humanity but to set in motion a plan that would bless the world through the descendants of Abraham. Loving your neighbor as yourself was a command given in Leviticus 19 and given more strength by Jesus in Mark 12. By loving your neighbor as yourself, you are being a blessing conduit from the blessings you have received. 











Questions:

· What if you saw yourself as a blessing conduit for your neighborhood? How would that change how you interact with them?





· Have you ever been blessed by a neighbor before?





· Take some time this week and go on a prayer walk or ride around your neighborhood and ask God, “In what ways can I bless my neighborhood this week?”

Also take some time to pray for people behind the doors of the houses you pass.



Accountability Rhythms Week 1 – How did you do this week?
							Grade yourself from 1 to 5
	Prayer						1	2	3	4	5
	Bible Reading					1	2	3	4	5
	Worship						1	2	3	4	5
	Confession and Repentance		1	2	3	4	5
	Generosity					1	2	3	4	5
	Serving & Loving your neighbor	1	2	3	4	5
	Sharing the Gospel				1	2	3	4	5



Week 2:






“Easy to Justify” not Neighboring

B.L.E.S.S. by Dave and Jon Ferguson





Memory Verse: Matthew 9:13



Day 1

Begin with Prayer

Many of us have reasons in our head to justify not neighboring, but there is an acronym that Dave and Jon Ferguson created to go along with the word bless with the idea of helping you bless the neighbors around you. Last week, we discussed how God blesses us to bless others. The letter “B” in the acronym stands for “Begin with Prayer.” If you are like me, you can often come up with some reasons why you are too busy to pray. I know that doesn’t sound very “church-like” but let's be honest, if you look over your last week was prayer a priority in your life? When it comes to neighboring, we need to start with prayer and ask God to give us a heart for our neighbors. Ask God to give you opportunities to connect with them and the courage to make time to talk with them. 
	
Read: Luke 6:12-14

We see Jesus after He was baptized by John the Baptizer (which was the symbol of Jesus starting His earthly ministry) being led by the Spirit in Luke 4 to the wilderness to fast, pray and confront the evil one. Prayer is how Jesus began His earthly ministry. Two chapters later (Luke 6:12-14), we see Jesus getting ready to select those who would join Him on His mission. He spent the night praying about who He was going to pick to be His disciples. I might have been tempted to skip the prayer part and just pick the person I liked most or who seemed to be the most gifted. But Jesus knew it was important who He picked because they were going to be sent out to bless the world.

As you continue this journey of neighboring take some time right now and pray for your neighbors by name. 

Questions:

· What are your earliest memories of praying? 


Did you recite a particular prayer? 


Did you pray in a specific place or with particular people?


· What do you find most challenging about prayer? 



When have you found prayer to be most helpful?



· Prayer is a conversation in which we talk to God and He talks to us. Have you ever felt a prompting from God to reach out to someone? 


How did you respond? 


What happened as the result?

Day 2

 Listen 

	Mondegreen is the phenomenon of “a misunderstood or misinterpreted word or phrase resulting from a mishearing of the lyrics of a song.” We have all been around people who sing the wrong lyrics to a song and are blown away when they realize they always had it wrong. Last time we talked about beginning with prayer and today we are going to take the next step in B.L.E.S.S.ing our neighbors with listening. We live in a world in which we are often in a hurry, and we don’t take the time to listen. Think about this quote “The opposite of listening is not speaking. It’s waiting to speak.” When you are talking, you are simply waiting for your next turn to talk and not listening to the words someone else is saying. If you want to love your neighbor, you will have to become intentional to listen to gain understanding. When someone in your life feels unheard and unknown, it ultimately leaves them feeling unloved.
	
Read: Luke 18:35-40

	We often see Jesus stop and ask questions and listen. In the account of Luke you just read, we see Jesus wasn’t looking for someone to heal that day. He was on His way to Jericho as one last stop on the way to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. Jesus was surrounded by a large crowd but heard the blind man cry, “Jesus, Son of David have mercy on me!” The people traveling with Jesus told the man to leave Jesus alone, but the guy cried even louder. Notice the question Jesus asks: “What do you want me to do for you?” I’m sure Jesus knew the man was blind, but Jesus didn’t assume He knew what the man wanted. This is a good thing for us to keep in mind; we shouldn’t assume we know what people need either. If you want to love your neighbor, take time to really listen to them. When you take the time to listen and get to know someone, that’s when the people around you truly feel loved and blessed. 

Questions:

· What is your most memorable “mondegreen moment” when you misheard a word or phrase that made sense in your head but was entirely incorrect?



· Why do we have such a difficult time truly listening to the people around us?



· Have you ever felt unheard? What was that like for you?



· When was the last time you truly felt listened to, known, and loved? 



What was so special about that experience?



Day 3
 Eat 

There are just some things that are better together - like peanut butter and jelly. You will find this is also true with the practice of listening and eating. Have you ever shared a meal with your neighbors? In our individualistic society, hospitality is seen as an extravagant gesture of goodwill. Also, when the focus of the meal is good conversation with the goal of getting  to know your neighbor, this comes across as a very generous act. As we read over Jesus' ministry, eating was a central part to Jesus' ministry of showing God’s love. Take some time and think about different times in the Gospels in which Jesus was doing ministry with food around. 

Read: Matthew 9:9-13

In Jesus’ time, tax collectors were considered evil, scum and traitors because they betrayed their people and worked for the Roman Empire. On top of that, most of them would not only collect tax but would collect extra money and pocket it. In the passage you just read, Jesus told Matthew who was sitting behind a tax collector booth to “Follow me.” Notice the first thing Jesus did when Matthew said yes to following Him; He when to Matthew’s house to eat. More people who would be referred to as “sinners” (In Jesus day, this was anybody      non-religious and involved in an illicit lifestyle) came to Matthew’s house to eat. Jesus overheard the Pharisees’ question why He was eating with sinners and tells them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor but the sick.” Then Jesus reminds everyone what Hosea says, “I desire mercy not sacrifice” and the Pharisees were not living this out. Jesus came to show sinners who God was and we as His followers have that same call.

Questions:

· If you could eat anywhere for dinner, where would you go?

 


· Which of these excuses do you relate with most: “I don’t like to have people in my home,” I wouldn’t know what to say,” or “I just don’t have time”?




· Why is eating with someone such an effective way to bless them?




· Who is a neighbor you will work towards sharing a meal, dessert, or coffee with this week or next?



Day 4
 Serve 

So far, we have talked about three ways to love your neighbors:  prayer, listening and eating. Today, we are going to talk about the practice of serving. Jesus told us in Matthew 20:28, “The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.” He modeled for us serving in a tangible way that we still practice at Grace Church. 

Read: John 13:1-17

This passage in John tells the story of Jesus washing His disciples’ feet. Jesus is God in the flesh, the Maker and sustainer of everything, along with being King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He got down and took the role of the lowest-ranking person in the house and washed feet. In the first century, feet were one of the dirtiest areas of the body. You read that Peter took exception to Jesus washing his feet. Peter didn’t understand what Jesus was doing. Shortly after leaving the upper room, Jesus showed the greatest way of serving which was going to the cross to take our sin and to restore our  right relationship with God. He calls His followers to pick up their cross and follow Him (Matthew 16:24-26). Jesus is calling us to humble ourselves and look for ways to serve our neighbors. 






Questions:

· Here are some questions to ask yourself about your neighbors that might give you ways to serve them.     

How’s my neighbor doing relationally? 

How’s my neighbor doing physically? 

How’s my neighbor doing mentally? 

How’s my neighbor doing spiritually? 

Which one of these would help give you ideas to serve your neighbor?



· Why do we resist serving even the people we care about most?




· Who do you think God wants you to serve this week?




Day 5
Share your Story 

Storytelling is an art. Every great story has characters, a setting, a plot, a conflict and a resolution. You probably know someone who is a really good storyteller. What makes them a good storyteller? Today we are going to talk about the last letter in B.L.E.S.S. which stands for ‘share your story.’ If you are a follower of Jesus, you have a story to tell. We are told in 1 Peter 1:15 to be ready to give an answer for the hope that we have. 

Read: John 3:1-21

Jesus tells a great story to Nicodemus who came to Jesus in the night with spiritual interest. Jesus knows the truth that Nicodemus needs to hear so Jesus shares the story of who he is, what He’s about, and what Nicodemus can do if he wants to find God and experience eternal life. Jesus couldn’t just show love through actions with Nicodemus, He needed to use words. As you neighbor, there are going to be opportunities to share your story (testimony). Some of you have already given reasons for why you can’t do this in your head as you read this. Maybe you think, “I don’t know what to say” or “I don’t want to impose my beliefs on them” or “Sharing my story makes me feel uncomfortable.” Let’s break your story into three parts: Part 1: My life before Jesus. What was your life like before you met Jesus or before you got serious about following Him?   Part 2: How I met Jesus. How did you become a Christ-follower? Did you go through a tough time in your life? Did a friend invite you to church? Did a family member introduce you to Jesus? Did an experience inspire you to get serious about following Jesus? 
Part 3: My life since I met Jesus. What difference has following Jesus made in your life? How has knowing Him impacted how you walk through both the good and the hard times in life? How is your life different and how is God growing you in certain areas as you continue on your journey. 

Take some time and write out your story. Next, try to shorten it to a minute or two. Then, practice it with a friend. Finally, ask God for an opportunity to share your story. 

Questions:

· What is your favorite story of all time? It could be a book, movie, or bedtime story.



· What are some of the reasons you have for why you don’t share your story?





· If someone were to casually ask you “How did you come to know and love Jesus” how would you respond?






Accountability Rhythms Week 2 – How did you do this week?
							Grade yourself from 1 to 5
	
	Prayer						1	2	3	4	5
	Bible Reading					1	2	3	4	5
	Worship						1	2	3	4	5
	Confession and Repentance		1	2	3	4	5
	Generosity					1	2	3	4	5
	Serving & Loving your neighbor	1	2	3	4	5
	Sharing the Gospel				1	2	3	4	5


Week 3:





“Mercy in Motion”







Memory Verse: Ephesians 4:32


Day 1

God is Merciful

There are many opinions of who God is and what He is like. Many people take their experiences or what they have read or heard about God and make their own version. If you really want to get to know someone then go to them and find out. In Exodus 34, God tells us Moses who He is. God tells Moses in Exodus 34:6 what His personal name is, which is YHWH. This is important because that means God wants to be known in a relationship. The next thing God tells Moses is that He is compassionate or many translations say merciful. If you would ask most people to describe God, I don’t think they would start with compassion or mercy but that is where God started. The Hebrew word “rahum” which is used in this verse is a feeling word. The word “rahum” comes from the root word for womb. The idea is the compassion or mercy of a mother's tender feeling when she hears her baby cry. This is how God hears and responds when His children cry out to Him. We are going to talk this week about how the action of compassion or mercy shows grace. With this in mind, do you feel compassion or mercy for the people in your neighborhood? I think in order to truly practice neighboring, we need to understand the compassion and mercy God has for us and be a conduit to pass that on to others.

Read: Exodus 34:6-7; Matthew 5:7; Ephesians 4:32




Questions:

· How does knowing that God's first way of describing Himself is by saying He is compassionate and merciful challenge your view of Him?




· In what ways have you seen God’s compassion in your life? 




How does this motivate you to practice neighboring?




· Who are people in your life who you can show compassion or mercy to this week?



Day 2

Humility

As we spend week 3 discussing what it looks like to be actively neighboring, one of the topics that is key to being a good neighbor is living with humility. I am sure we have all experienced the person who makes everything about themselves and always brings up what they have done or are going to do. We may even at times be the person who is wanting to make everything about us, but when we look at God’s Word, we see that this is not how He commands us to live.

Read: Micah 6:8

We see in this verse that what the Lord requires from us and how we live is to act justly, love mercy, and to walk humbly with God. Each aspect of these actions begins with humility and knowing that we are called to live according to how Christ has called us to live and submitting ourselves to living that way.











Questions:

· Define what it means to be humble.



· How does humility promote love and justice as well?



· Are there people in your proximity that you struggle to show humility to? 



What steps can you take to begin to be more humble around this person?




· Write a pray for humility.


Day 3

Neighboring Your Enemies

Neighboring the people we like and get along with is relatively easy but what if God calls us to neighbor those we don’t get along with? Does Jesus really expect us to be kind to those who are not kind to us? Read the passage below of what Jesus told His disciples.

Read: Luke 6:27-36

	Jesus doesn’t mince His words but comes out and says pretty clearly in verses 27-28 that He is calling us to love our enemies. Do you have people in your neighborhood who you may not consider enemies but go out of your way to avoid? In the passage we just read, Jesus is talking about being persecuted in verses 29-31. But then He changes and challenges, “What credit is it to you if you only love those who love you back?” Even people who don’t know Jesus do this but as a Christ-follower you are different because you have the Holy Spirit living and guiding inside you. Jesus is calling His followers to imitate their Heavenly Father’s merciful nature to those who are undeserving. If this passage doesn’t challenge you, I think you may need to read it again. This is one of those passages that I need to take some time and pray about and ask God to give me His heart for my neighborhood.






Questions:

· Are there people in your neighborhood or family or workplace or school with whom you need to practice ‘loving your neighbor’?



· How would how you see people differently if you started out asking God to help you see them the way in which He does?




· When is forgiveness the hardest for you to give?



· In the passage above in Luke, is Jesus saying we should let everyone just walk over us and never fight back?


Why or why not?




· To what enemy in your life can you show a gesture of God’s love and grace?



Day 4

Be in Motion

We live in a world today where we hear a lot of things being said but often those words and promises are left unfilled. I am sure we have all experienced this firsthand when we were told by someone else that they would do a certain thing and it was never actually done; or maybe we have been the person that has said something but never fulfilled what we said. When we look to Scripture though, it tells us to be in action, so that the love of Christ in us may be shown to the world.

Read: 1 John 3:16-24

In this passage, we read that if anyone who has material possessions sees someone in need but does not show pity on them does not display the love of God. Verse 18 goes on to say, “Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth” (NIV). We can say all the kind and nice things we want to another person, but if we do not live out those words through service to one another we fail to follow what Christ has commanded us to live like. If we read on though, we read that if we keep God’s commandments and do what pleases Him, we receive from Him what we ask because our hearts and desires are aligned with Christ.







Questions:

· How are you doing at loving others not just through words but by your actions? 


What hinders you from loving others through actions? 



What motivates you to love others by actions?




· In this passage what does John tell us about loving people through our actions? 



What does it show/prove about us?




· Who are some people that you know who you can assist with your actions? Reach out to these people to see how you can serve them.


Day 5

Justice and Righteousness

There are two words that are used together around 50 times in the Old Testament and those words are “justice and righteousness.” These words go together like peanut butter and jelly. The Hebrew word justice is “mispat” which means action to correct injustice or to make things right. Justice involves honest and fair business dealings and faithfulness to keep your word as well as not taking advantage of the poor or those with less power or protection. The Hebrew word for righteousness is “tsedaqah” meaning right relationship equality despite social differences. It involves doing what is right in the sight of God, especially with regard to conduct toward others. This sounds a lot like neighboring. When we practice justice and righteousness in our neighborhoods, we bring “shalom” which is peace and completeness, interlocking in a way that provides perfect harmony. 

Read: Amos 5:21-24

As Christ-followers we should be about bringing “shalom” to people around us. As God has brought peace and completeness back to our life, we get to pass that on to the people in our proximity. There is a lot of injustice going on in our world today. What if instead of looking all over the place, we look at the injustice that is happening to people who we see often? Ask God to give you wisdom and boldness to bring, through Him, some “shalom” to the people around you.

Read: James 1:26-27

Questions:

· Take some time to read the following passages and talk about what you learn about justice and righteousness. Psalms 33:5; 89:14; 103:6; Proverbs 21:3






· One of the ways that will stop you from practicing justice and righteousness to people around you is if you are just going through the motions with your relationship with Jesus. Are you just going through the motions?





· Is there injustice going on at your home, neighborhood, school classrooms, workplaces, family, friends that God is asking you to step into and work to bring God’s “shalom”?







Accountability Rhythms Week 3 – How did you do this week?
							Grade yourself from 1 to 5
	
	Prayer						1	2	3	4	5
	Bible Reading					1	2	3	4	5
	Worship						1	2	3	4	5
	Confession and Repentance		1	2	3	4	5
	Generosity					1	2	3	4	5
	Serving & Loving your neighbor	1	2	3	4	5
	Sharing the Gospel				1	2	3	4	5



Week 4:











“Passing Grace On”










Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:16



Day 1

What is Grace?

Last week, we looked at Exodus 34:6 and God being compassionate or merciful - the Hebrew word “rahom.” Today, we are going to look at the next word which God describes Himself with and that is gracious - the Hebrew word “hanun.” In his book, God Has a Name, John Mark Comer provides a helpful explanation of how these two words connect. He explains that “rahum we-hanun” is a word pairing in Hebrew. The words sound alike and help explain one another. He says  that “rahum” is from the Hebrew root for “womb” and imitates a mother’s love for a child. It is a feeling word. In contrast, “hanun” is an action word, meaning to show favor or to help someone in their time of need (Komer, p. 128). When these words are paired together, we can understand God’s nature a little better. The Greek translation of grace, “charis,” conveys the sense of a gift of kindness and favor given to a person. With the idea of grace being an action word to show favor or help in time of need, take some to read the following passages.

Read: Exodus 34:6-7; Psalm 40:1-4; Ephesians 2:8-9









Questions:

· What is the difference between a gift and a reward?




· How have you experienced God’s gift of grace?




· How would you explain grace to someone?




· Do you ever feel that you need to earn God’s favor or grace? 


If so, why do you think it’s hard to accept his grace as a free gift?



Day 2

Received Grace

Yesterday we talked about what grace is - a free gift, something that we did nothing to earn. All of us have received grace in our lives whether we realize it or not, and as Christians specifically we should know much about grace as we are constantly receiving it from God.

Read: John 1:14-17

In this passage, we read that it is from the fullness of Christ that we have received grace in place of grace we have already received. As we continue, it is by Christ that we know what grace and truth are and experience them in our daily lives. We can sometimes read through Scripture and just skim over it and miss important aspects, but in this passage, we read that Jesus the Word became flesh, meaning God the Creator came to earth fully man and fully God. This is not something that God had to do or that we deserved, rather it is an act of great love and amazing grace that God came in the flesh to do what we could never do on our own.










Questions:

· In this passage how did God show grace to us?




· In what ways have you personally experienced God’s grace? 





How does this change the way that you live?





· If God showed grace by coming to live among sinners and dying for them, how can we better love and show grace to those around us by being more like Christ?



Day 3

God’s Grace Towards Us

Read: Romans 5:6-11

In this passage, Paul is explaining God’s great grace toward us. God has not waited for us to take the first step back to Him but has intervened in an act of pure grace to provide a way for us to come back. While we were still sinners, Jesus died for us and when we accept His gift of grace we are justified by His grace. This great gift took someone (us) who was an enemy of God and reconciled us to Him through God coming in the form of Jesus and His life, death and resurrection. We are brought into a relationship with the King of the Universe at a great cost to Him. Sometimes, the longer you are a Christ-follower the more you get comfortable with this truth and take it for granted. When was the last time you took time and thanked God for His movement of grace towards you, a sinner, to open the relationship back to Him?













Questions:

· As you read this passage, what sticks out to you?





· How does reading this passage affect your neighboring?






· How have you been taking God’s grace for granted?



In what ways does taking God’s grace for granted affect how you interact with your neighbors?




What is a step you can take towards showing the grace that God shows you to your neighbors this week?



Day 4

Grace toward enemies

We all have those people in our lives that know how to get on our last nerve and even send us over the edge. It may be a  co-worker, a family member, neighbor, etc. We all have this person or people in our lives that if we see them or have to talk to them, it feels like the end of the world. Well, that might be a bit dramatic, but you get the point. We all have “enemies” -people who we do not get along with. Our natural instinct when responding to these people is to be rude and disengaging with them. When we look to Scripture though, that is not what we find. What we find is Jesus, in the book of Matthew, telling us to love our neighbors.

Read: Matthew 5:43-48

What an upside-down thought to love your enemies, right?! That just seems like an undoable concept, but here we see Jesus say that even the tax collectors and pagans love and greet those who love and greet them, so there is no reward for doing that. What should set the Christian apart from the rest of the world though is that we should love our enemies by praying for them and treating them with grace and mercy, showing the love of Christ to them.







Questions:

· Do you struggle with the idea of loving your enemies? 



In what ways can you take the next step of loving your enemy? 



Read: Romans 5:10



· How does knowing that we were enemies to Jesus and that He still loved us change the way you think and feel about your enemies?






· Take a few minutes to pray for your enemies.




Day 5

Gospitality

	What is the first thing you think about when you hear the word hospitality? Does an image emerge of entertaining around meals or inviting friends into our homes for a night of fun and games? There is a difference between entertaining and Biblical hospitality. Entertaining is more about the host and what others will think about our home and food and trying to impress our guests. Biblical hospitality is focused on our guests, not the appearance of our homes, but on the needs and concerns of those invited into our homes. Another why to think about this is with the word “gospitality” which is the idea of using hospitality to show the gospel. When we look for ways to show hospitality, we are looking for ways to show grace in action. We will need to make a definite time in our lives to be able to share hospitality because for many of us we will need to plan it into our schedules. When we don't have a margin of  time in our life, it's impossible to welcome others into our lives and hospitality cannot be added to already overburdened life.

Read: Leviticus 19:33-34, Romans 12:12-13; Hebrews 13:2;    			1 Peter 4:9
 
Questions:

· What excuses do you make to avoid practicing Biblical hospitality?


What truths do you need to remember to counter these objections?


· Who can you team up with to begin practicing a lifestyle of gospitality? (Other neighbors or church members) 



How could this team make this practice easier?



· How many neighbors’ names around your home do you know?


When was the last time you had a conversation of five minutes or more with them?



· What is one creative step you could take to practice gospitality? 



What would you need to do to make this creative idea a reality?





Accountability Rhythms Week 4 – How did you do this week?
							Grade yourself from 1 to 5
	
	Prayer						1	2	3	4	5
	Bible Reading					1	2	3	4	5
	Worship						1	2	3	4	5
	Confession and Repentance		1	2	3	4	5
	Generosity					1	2	3	4	5
	Serving & Loving your neighbor	1	2	3	4	5
	Sharing the Gospel				1	2	3	4	5
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